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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )K Responsive to communication(s) filed on 08 August 2003 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)[Z\ Tills action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 1 . 2. 4-8, 10-14,16, 23, 25, 26, 28, 29, 3 1 -33, 35-39 and 4 1 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) Is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) n Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 09 June 2003 is/are: a)S accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 1) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)n approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C, §§ 119 and 120 

13) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachnient(s) 

1 ) D Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review {PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) □ Infomnation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 
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Application/Control Number: 09/593 , 1 06 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3624 

DETAILED ACTION 

1. This office action is in response to communication filed by the Applicants on August 8, 
2003. The formal drawings filed by the Applicants on June 9, 2003 are accepted by the 
Examiner. Amendments filed by the Applicants in their communication on August 8, 2003 have 
not been entered for the reasons given below. Accordingly claims 1, 2, 4-16, 23-26, 28, 29 and 
31-41 are pending in this application. 

Response to Amendment 

2. The reply filed on August 8, 2003 is not fully responsive to the prior Office Action 
because of the following omission(s) or matter(s): The claims as originally presented cite "a 
method of qualifying and applying for a loan online" whereas the amended claims recite "on-line 
mortgage loan application and qualification method" which are distinct and different inventions 
for the following reasons. 

In the former an applicant is applying for a loan and wants to know if he/she is qualified 
for the loan, where as in the latter the applicant is submitting a loan application and wants to 
know what mortgage products he/she can get approved for. (Also see third paragraph on page 15 
of the amendment). Secondly the former deals with a loan, which could be a loan of any size, 
whereas the latter deals specifically with mortgage loans, which are generally large and have 
many characteristics different fi*om a typical loan. Thirdly the latter has limitations such as 
"identifying a plurality of approved mortgage products based on the loan application data, the 
plurality of approved mortgage products being identified using an automated underwriting 
engine that generates underwriting recommendations; calculating a customized interest rate 
based on the financial information for each of the plurality of approved mortgage products; and 
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Art Unit: 3624 

providing information regarding approval status and the customized interest rate for presentation 
to the borrower for each of the plurality of approved mortgage products for borrower comparison 
and selection of one of the plurality of approved mortgage products" which are not present in the 
former. See 37 CFR 1.111. The two inventions require substantially different searches. The 
applicant elected the former invention by original presentation. The rejection of the original 
claims as discussed in the office action stands. (See MPEP 8.21.03) Since the above-mentioned 
reply appears to be bona fide, applicant is given ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS 
from the mailing date of this notice, whichever is longer, within which to supply the omission or 
correction in order to avoid abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE 
GRANTED UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

3. Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dr. Narayanswamy Subramanian whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-4878. The examiner can normally be reached Monday-Thursday from 8:30 AM to 
7:00 PM. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached at (703) 308-1065. The fax number for Formal or 
Official faxes and Draft or Informal faxes to Technology Center 3600 or this Art Unit is (703) 
305-7687. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 113. 

N. Subramanian 
August 27, 2003 



Richard Weisberger 
Primary Exanwi^r 



